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CBP ISA-Aerospace Industry Initiative Yields 5 Additional ISA Program Benefits for ALL ISA Participants
U.S. Customs & Border Protection (“CBP”) has announced new additional benefits to the agency’s Importer Self-Assessment (ISA) program.  Click here to link to the CBP ISA page to read the updated message from ISA Director Joseph Rees, and to link to the “Additional Benefits for ISA Participants” document.
As part of CBP’s efforts to engage industry sectors in the development of the ISA program, a core group of representatives from the aerospace industry worked together with CBP to develop the additional ISA program benefits.  Over the past two and a half years, this core group of aerospace company representatives met with CBP officials to discuss and refine an ISA benefits matrix, ultimately resulting in today’s announcement by CBP of the five additional ISA program benefits.  In brief, the 5 additional ISA benefits (available to all ISA participants) are as follows:

1. U.S. Goods Returned (HTS 9801.00.10) – ISA importers will be permitted to claim 9801.00.10 status retaining appropriate documentation and presenting it to CBP upon request.  No requirement to provide with each entry.  Absent special circumstances, CBP will not request supporting documents for imported items entered under HTS 9801.00.10 having an entered value of $25,000 or less.
2. HTS 9801.00.10, 9802.00.60 and 9802.00.80 Duty Free Goods – For ISA importers, CBP will provide uniform acceptance of NAFTA certificates in lieu of manufacturer’s affidavits.

3. Assist Tracking – ISA importers are afforded the ability to declare assists in lump sum on the first shipment, or a subsequent shipment under the same purchase contract with the foreign supplier.

4. Articles returned to the U.S. as American Goods Returned under HTS 9801.00.10, tools of trade under 9801.00.85, or after repairs or alterations under 9802.00.40 or .50 – ISA importers may use an alternative method for value declaration of the article(s) originally exported.
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5. Civil Aircraft Agreement – Establish a uniform process for submission of evidence demonstrating eligibility for entry of imported items under the Civil Aircraft Agreement. Documentation will be submitted to CBP on request.
The aerospace industry group follows the petroleum industry sector as the second industry sector to contribute to the enhancement of the ISA program.  The Aerospace Industry Association played a key role in working with CBP as well as obtaining additional industry support for the efforts of the core group of aerospace representatives.  In addition, Pisani & Roll is pleased to have contributed to the efforts of this ISA-Aerospace endeavor, as Robert Pisani served as a key industry group facilitator and CBP liaison from the inception of the initiative.   

Because the ISA program is based on the premise that importers with strong internal controls achieve the highest level of compliance with Customs laws and regulations, it is imperative that interested ISA importers implement all applicable required internal controls.  The internal controls associated with the 5 additional benefits described above can be found on the CBP website by following the link above.  Additionally, as part of the self-governing process, importers in the ISA program should be aware that they must periodically perform an analysis of internal controls over their Customs operations to ensure that their systems remain compliant.   

If you have any questions concerning the above, please feel free to contact Pisani and Roll at info@worldtradelawyers.com or by calling Robert Pisani at 202.466.0960 or Michael Roll at 310.477.4410.
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