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APRIL 21, 2006 ALERT:  ATTENTION:  ALL CUSTOMS-TRADE PARTNERSHIP AGAINST TERRORISM (“C-TPAT”) MEMBERS
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE AND CURRENT C-TPAT PARTNERS:  U.S. CUSTOMS & BORDER PROTECTION IMPLEMENTS NEW MANDATORY APPLICATION AND COMMUNICATIONS PORTAL
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) has announced the creation of a C-TPAT Security Link Portal that will be activated in May of 2006 and will be accessible via the internet or through a link on the Customs website (www.customs.gov). 
C-TPAT certified Importers and Carriers (all modes) will be required to access the portal before July 1, 2006 (Customs brokers, U.S. Marine Port Authority/Terminal Operators, Air Freight Consolidators, Ocean Transportation Intermediaries, Foreign Manufacturers and NVOCC’s must access the Portal before August 1, 2006).  CBP HAS ADVISED THAT ALL C-TPAT MEMBERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO POST THEIR CURRENT SECURITY PROFILE IN THE STRUCTURED FORMAT THAT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE ON THE PORTAL.  IT SHOULD BE POSTED WITH ALL CURRENT INFORMATION.  CBP HAS INDICATED THAT THE C-TPAT PARTICIPANT’S FAILURE TO PROVIDE THE INFORMATION BY THE REQUIRED DATE WILL RESULT IN LOSS OF C-TPAT BENEFITS AND THAT THAT MEMBER’S APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED WITHDRAWN.
According to the FAQ’s posted on Customs website:
The C-TPAT Security Link Portal is a secure, full-service, Internet web portal that will allow qualifying C-TPAT participants to: 

· Enter new applications. 

· Instantly submit information updates and add new information. 

· Maintain a “living” Supply Chain Security Profile that can be updated as needed and must be updated and re-certified on a yearly basis. 

· Communicate directly with CBP C-TPAT and/or their designated C-TPAT Supply Chain Security Specialists using a secure system. 

· Receive information directly from CBP to include cargo security alerts and sanitized intelligence information. 

· Maintain a list of authorized users.

More information about the Security Link Portal and the complete list of FAQ’s can be found at: http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/import/commercial_enforcement/ctpat/implement_portal/ 
If you have any questions concerning the above, please contact Pisani & Roll via email at info@worldtradelawyers.com, or call Rob Pisani at (202) 466-0960. 
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