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DECEMBER 7, 2006 ALERT:   30-DAY IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD FOR 2007 HTSUS IN SENATE TRADE BILL 
It appears increasingly likely that the trade community will have at least 30 days to implement the 2007 HTSUS according to sources on the Senate Finance Committee. 
Sen. Grassley has proposed that the 15-day public notice period for changes to the HTSUS be extended to 30 days.  (See H.R. 4388 – “Senate Package on Tax, Trade, and Health Provisions” posted  on the Senate Finance Committee website at http://www.senate.gov/~finance/press/Gpress/2005/prg120606bill.pdf.)  Under this scenario, the trade community would have access to the major revisions to the 2007 HTSUS (at the ten-digit level) for at least 30 days before the revisions become effective.

Importantly, although the U.S. International Trade Commission (“ITC”) is expected to post the 2007 HTSUS to its website on January 1, 2007, this initial version of the 2007 HTSUS will be based on the 2006 nomenclature.  Approximately two weeks after the initial version is released, the ITC will post a revised version of the 2007 HTSUS to incorporate the major revisions agreed to at the World Customs Organization.  The major revisions would then become effective in mid-February 2007, assuming a 30-day implementation period.

We also understand that the Office of the United States Trade Representative is considering other, non-legislative options to ensure a 30 day implementation period (e.g., extending the Federal Register effective date from 15 to 30 days).

We will continue to provide updates as new information becomes available.
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