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American Conference Institute’s 5th Advanced Global Customs Compliance Event

Brazil, India & China
Customs Compliance

Brazil: March 24, 2009
•	 Minimize customs delays and 

fulfill unique import documentation 
requirements 

•	 Optimize the use of special  
customs regimes to support your 
Brazilian import strategy 

•	 Deal with customs authorities  
during an inspection or investigation 

•	 Select competent and compliant 
local customs brokers and  
trading companies 

India: March 25, 2009 

•	 Navigate the Indian taxation system

•	 Expedite the import licensing 
process

•	 Maximize the use of special 
economic zones 

•	 Ensure the proper classification  
of goods 

•	 Address customs valuation issues 
unique to India 

China: March 26, 2009 
•	 Enroll in China’s new Enterprise  

Customs Classification system 

•	 Improve customs valuation  
efficiency to mitigate disputes 

•	 Adapt to port of entry differences 

•	 Reduce impact of VAT refund  
rate changes

•	 Build relationships with Chinese 
Customs officials

Benefit from Unparalleled In-House Insights from an International Faculty 
of Senior Global Customs Practitioners:

Select your countries!

Attend 1, 2 or  
all 3 days!



•	 VPs, Directors and Managers of:
-	 Customs Operations and  

Trade Compliance 
-	 Global Customs
-	 Customs Administration 
-	 International Trade
-	 Import/Export Compliance
-	 Global Trade Policy 
-	 Worldwide Import/Export 

•	 In-house Counsel, International 
Trade

•	 Customs Compliance Counsel 

•	 Attorneys, Customs and  
International Trade 

•	 Managers, Brokerage Services 
from International Freight  
Forwarders and Customs  
Brokers

A Must-Attend Event For

Learn what it takes to prevent border  
delays, minimize importation costs and 
optimize supply chain structures in the  
world’s leading markets

U.S. companies importing into Brazil, India and China face unique and 
complex tax and customs challenges and must learn how to navigate each 
local regulatory environment to maintain compliant customs operations. 

With global operations transforming trade compliance into a competitive advantage, customs and trade executives must  
remain current on customs requirements and regulations in today’s largest markets. Brazilian, Indian and Chinese customs 
regulations are exceptionally complex and companies willing to succeed in these markets must keep track of the latest 
developments and regulatory changes. Failure to be informed can result in border delays, enforcement actions, aggressive 
penalties and missed production and delivery deadlines. 

Now in its 5th successful year, ACI’s Advanced Forum on Global Customs Compliance presents a revamped conference agenda 
that focuses on the customs insights you need to succeed in Brazil, India and China. Hear corporate perspectives on how to 
comply with Brazilian, Indian and Chinese Customs requirements and learn how industry leaders are developing tailored 
approaches to improve import operations in each country. Benefit from the expertise of senior attorneys from India, Brazil 
and China and ask your most pressing customs questions. 

Highlights from the program will include: 

•	 How to expedite the RADAR registration process in Brazil 
•	 Assessing and minimizing import taxes into Brazil 
•	 Addressing customs issues with Indian government officials and the DRI 
•	 Coping with hurdles to efficient logistics and expediting customs 

clearance in India 
•	 Applying China’s country of origin and marking standards 
•	 Overcoming challenges of building relationships with Chinese officials
•	 Optimizing customs bonded operations in China  

Whether your company is weighing the pros and cons of importing into Brazil, India 
or China or has existing import operations, you can’t afford to miss the only event focused 
on customs regulations in the world’s leading markets. This must-attend event will fill up 
quickly, so register now by calling 1-888-224-2480; by faxing your registration form to  
1-877-927-1563; or by registering online at www.AmericanConference.com/globalcustoms. 
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•	 How documentation requirements in Brazil compare  
to standard documentation rules

•	 Presenting documentation to Customs: what Customs  
will expect your documentation to include  

•	 MERCOSUR’s Common External Tariff requirements  
for documentation 

•	 Avoiding common documentation mistakes made  
by foreign companies in Brazil

•	 Effectively working with brokers to avert the submission  
of inconsistent documentation to Customs authorities 

•	 Responding to requests for additional information 
•	 Managing different requirements according to place  

of discharge or officer 

11:15 	 Optimizing the Use of Special Customs Regimes  
to Support Your Brazilian Import Strategy  

Ernesto Levy 
Logistics and Warehouse Sr. Manager  
Motorola do Brasil (São Paulo, Brazil)

Alessandra Machado 
Trench, Rossie Watanabe Advogados (São Paulo, Brazil) 
•	 	Complying with requirements and formalities of customs 

bonded operations 
•	 How to reduce cycle time in bonded warehouse 
•	 What are the advantages and disadvantages of RECOF  

and how to obtain approval 
•	 Under what circumstances can you obtain Special 

Deposits and what are the benefits? 
•	 Exemptions and tax incentives available under Brazilian 

drawback regime 

12:15 	 Networking Luncheon for Attendees and Speakers 

1:45 	 Dealing with Customs Authorities During  
an Inspection or Investigation   

Henry Morita 
Inter-Market Logistics Manager  
Nestlé USA (Glendale, CA) 

Robert J. Pisani 
Pisani & Roll PLLC (Washington, DC)  
•	 What triggers a physical and/or documental inspection 
•	 What to do when your foreign subsidiary is under 

investigation by Brazilian Customs authorities 
•	 What channels are most effective when dealing with 

Brazilian officials? 
•	 How to expedite an investigation 
•	 Defending your case

-	 providing evidence and documental support
-	 When is it advisable to have an in country representative? 

•	 Attaining an injunction to prove all documents are present 
•	 How to continue import operations while under investigation 
•	 Preparing for and preventing adverse actions by tax 

authority and customs officials when under investigation 
•	 How to respond to Deficiency Notices increasingly issued 

by tax authorities and how to structure your defense

7:30 	 Registration and Coffee

8:30 	 Opening Remarks from Chair of Brazil Customs Day

Fabiana Heitmann Taunay Ferreira 
Mattos Filho, Veiga Filho, Marrey Jr. e Quiroga Advogados
(São Paulo, Brazil)

8:45 	 Navigating the Brazilian Tax System: Assessing  
and Minimizing Import Taxes into Brazil 

Fabiana Heitmann Taunay Ferreira  
Mattos Filho, Veiga Filho, Marrey Jr. e Quiroga Advogados
(São Paulo, Brazil)
•	 Understanding the tax code in Brazil and applying 

proper taxes to goods 
•	 Assessing importation costs into Brazil: II, IPI, ICMS, 

PIS/COFINS and TX SISC
•	 Exemptions, reductions and tax incentives of state tax ICMS 
•	 Meeting tax requirements to obtain an import license 

and presenting evidence of payment 
•	 Dealing with different duties and taxes by state 
•	 Understanding concept of “Indirect Import Model” and 

impact of Fundap tax incentive for trading companies  
on your import operations 

•	 Recent issues raised by Customs and Tax (Federal  
and State) authorities
-	 Concept of importer acting as an agent
-	 What “Para Encomendante pre-determinado” means  

for foreign companies 

9:30 	 RADAR: How to Apply and Maintain Compliance 

Oswaldo Leite de Moraes Filho 
Demarest & Almeida (São Paulo, Brazil) 
•	 RADAR modalities and timeframe: mandatory 

registration for importers/exporters 
•	 Providing tax authorities with an estimation of the import 

operation and financial evidence consistent with the operation 
•	 What to do when your import operation estimate changes 
•	 What import structures are presently allowed in Brazil 

and what is the most appropriate RADAR form for each? 
•	 Implications of Normative Instructions 228/02 
•	 Maintaining RADAR compliance
•	 Overcoming fraud and illegal tax planning: What is 

behind RADAR?  

10:00 	 Coffee Break 

10:15 	 Import Documentation: Ensuring Efficient Entry 
Process Flow to Minimize Customs Delays   

Carla Ackley Cravalho 
Global Customs & Trade Affairs Manager 
Cisco Systems, Inc. (San Jose, CA) 

Robert Byrne 
Executive Program Manager - Latin America
Office of Import Compliance and Supply Chain Security
IBM (Somers, New York) 

Customs Brazil  March 24, 2009
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2:45 	 Customs Modernization in Brazil: How the Latest 
Regulations, Import Programs and FTAs Will 
Impact Your Operations 

Mauro Berenholc
Pinheiro Neto (São Paulo, Brazil)
•	 How revisions of foreign trade rules are improving the 

management of import operations and procedures
•	 Impact of Harpia System on Brazilian import and  

export transactions 
•	 How new SISCARGA cargo regulation impacts  

foreign companies  
•	 Taking advantage of Blue Line developments  

and simplified clearance procedures
•	 Drawback and “Green-Yellow” modality: reducing 

production costs 
•	 “Ex-Tarifário” Regime: incentives for investments  

in capital goods in Brazil  
•	 FTAs: perspectives for Brazil and MERCOSUL

3:30 	 Afternoon Refreshments 

3:45 	 Ensuring Proper Classification and Valuation  
in Brazil  

Mauricio Barros 
Braga & Marafon (São Paulo, Brazil) 
•	 	Assessing classification differences between US and Brazil
•	 Administrative procedures for tax classification and 

customs valuation 
•	 Regional harmonized tariff codes: determining correct  

tariff numbers  
•	 What is needed to get a ruling in Brazil? 
•	 Compliant valuation of used equipment 
•	 Overcoming valuation issues when importing through  

a Brazilian Trading Company: what your agreements 
must include 

•	 	Resolving classification and valuation disputes in Brazil 

4:30 	 Selecting Competent and Compliant Local 
Customs Brokers and Trading Companies 

Kim Masone 
Manager, Americas Customs and Compliance 
Hewlett-Packard Company (Roseville, TN) 

Erin L. Crockett 
Director, Global Trade Compliance  
Dresser, Inc. (Addison, TX)
•	 	What to ask when selecting a local customs broker  

or Brazilian Trading Company  
•	 Due diligence: best practices for evaluating brokers  

and trading companies  
•	 Assessing the service providers compliance structures  

and shared values 
•	 Establishing internal controls to prevent, detect and 

respond to customs and tax violations 
•	 Ongoing monitoring of customs brokers and Brazilian 

Trading Companies 

5:30 	 Brazil Customs Day Ends

7:30 	 Registration and Coffee

8:30 	 Opening Remarks from Chair of India Customs Day

V. Lakshmikumaran
Lakshmikumaran & Sridharan (New Delhi, India)

8:45 	 The Rise in Customs Enforcement in India: 
Customs Authorities Priorities and Targets     

Rohan Shah 
Managing Partner, Economic Law Practice 
(Mumbai, India) 
•	 Recent developments in India’s regulatory and 

enforcement environment
-	 Why investigations are on the rise 
-	 Vicarious liability of individuals 

•	 How recent court cases are changing the enforcement 
landscape 

•	 How customs violations are discovered and prioritized  
•	 Recent updates on issues raised by DRI 

9:30 	 Expediting the Licensing Process in India 

Diane Divin 
Manager, Global Import/Export Administration  
& Logistics, Mary Kay Inc. (Addison, TX)
•	 What you need to do before registering for a product 

specific import license 
-	 Acquiring an IEC and PAN number 
-	 Documentation requirements

•	 When is it essential to rely on local counsel? 
•	 What customs expects your paperwork to include 
•	 What is a realistic timeframe for completing the product 

registration process? 
•	 Understanding how best to work with Indian officials  

to expedite the licensing process 
•	 Walking the fine line of paying expediting fees 

10:00 	 Coffee Break 

10:15 	 Addressing Customs Issues with Indian 
Government Officials and the DRI   

Renée E. Stein 
Director, Global Trade Policy 
Microsoft Corporation (Seattle, WA) 

Mark Ryan
International Trade Counsel 
Hewlett-Packard Co. (Palo Alto, CA)

Vaibhav Parikh
Nishith Desai Associates (Palo Alto, CA)  
•	 What channels are most effective when dealing  

with Indian officials
•	 Understanding the Indian mindset and cultural differences 
•	 Charting the scope of the agencies with oversight  

over your products 

Customs India	   March 25, 2009










